McAuliffe Regional Charter Public School 
8th Grade Space Investigation

Space Research Expert Job Description

Summary of the project:

After students learn all the needed history, background, and positions of all the major celestial bodies in our universe, they will explore up to date space research projects.  Students will be placed in small research groups who then will be assigned a current space research topic.  Soon after students will take some time to investigate their current space research topic.  Once the initial research is done, the students will interview and talk with local and non-local experts, scientists, and researchers who are currently involved in their particular research field.  After these interviews, students will use their newly acquired space knowledge to make since of their research topic.  They will then have to become the experts and write, develop, and present their findings in away that answers the question: How does our current research affect our previous understanding of the universe?  All students will  present at Framingham State College in Framingham, Massachusetts.  Their audience will be their family, friends, teachers, board members, Framingham State staff, interviewed experts, scientists, politicians, and  other community members. 

First of all I want to thank you for considering working with McAuliffe 8th graders on their current space research project. They are extremely excited to meet you and hear about your research. This is also an important opportunity to expose middle school students to occupations in the STEM field. If you choose to support our 8th graders in their space investigation, here’s what we need you to do:

1. Be excited to share your work and experiences with 8th grade students!

2. Participate in a 30-45 minute in-person interview or conference call over the Internet (via Skype or Google video).  If the above cannot be carried out, then communicating over e-mail or a conference call will work too.
3. Summarize your research in a way that an 8th grader will understand.  Challenge our students to understand complex concepts but explain your research in a clear, concise, and middle-school friendly way. Answer students’ questions to the best of your abilities and current knowledge.

4. Provide titles of relevant readings, photos, videos, websites, blogs, names of books, and/or other resources to help supplement students’ research.

5. Participate in post-interview follow-up communication as needed. Our 8th graders will likely need to contact you again to ask you clarifying questions as they make sense of your work and plan their presentations. This may mean emailing with students or conversing via phone or skype.

We are really excited about the possibility of you participating in this investigation as an expert in the field. If you are willing to accept the above expert duties then please contact Dan Anderson at danderson

HYPERLINK "mailto:danderson@mcaulifferegional.org"@

HYPERLINK "mailto:danderson@mcaulifferegional.org"mcaulifferegional

HYPERLINK "mailto:danderson@mcaulifferegional.org".

HYPERLINK "mailto:danderson@mcaulifferegional.org"org or call my personal cell at 207-577-0155.  Once again, thank you for supporting McAuliffe’s 8th graders as they embark on this journey through amazing space research.

Sincerely,

Dan Anderson

8th Grade Science Teacher

