McAuliffe Regional Charter Public School 
8th Grade Space Investigation

Summary of the project:

After students learn all the needed history, background, and positions of all the major celestial bodies in our universe, they will explore up to date space research projects.  Students will be placed in small research groups who then will be assigned a current space research topic.  Soon after, students will take some time to investigate their current space research topic.  Once the initial research is done, the students will interview and talk with local and non-local experts, scientists, and researchers who are currently involved in their particular research field.  After these interviews, students will use their newly acquired space knowledge to make since of their research topic.  They will then have to become the experts and write, develop, and present their findings in a way that answers the question: How does our current research affect our previous understanding of the universe?  All students will present at Framingham State College in Framingham, Massachusetts.  Their audience will be their family, friends, teachers, board members, Framingham State staff, interviewed experts, scientists, politicians, and other community members. 

